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Treatment of spider bites by high voltage direct
current

C D Osborn

PMID: 1875275

J Okla State Med Assoc

Abstract

Between September 7, 1988, and January 15, 1991, 147 cases of confirmed (19) and suspected
spider bites have been treated by high voltage direct current (HVDC) shocks. Venom damage to
tissue was arrested at the time of treatment. Pain and systemic symptoms usually improved within
15 minutes. Lesion excision or grafts have not been necessary in any of the 127 cases with
completed followup.
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